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Learning Tunes 
 
Gaining a credible session repertoire is not to be taken lightly. It will take over parts of your life, there will always 
be tunes you “need to get round to learning.” Traditional music was never meant to be learned from a book – so 
why produce a book of tunes? Well, the world is a very different place from that in which these tunes were first 
played – where access to musicians with good repertoire was easier and song and dance were well-earned 
entertainment for most. 
 
Listen to as many versions of the tunes as you can lay your hands on – web-based tools like Spotify, Napster and 
the like make this easier that tracking down albums. Use the musical notation as a guide if you need it but make 
the tune your own. Be influenced by all the different versions you hear. Don’t expect anyone will play the tune in 
exactly the way you have learned it and pat yourself on the back for being part of a living tradition where 
traditional tunes are being crafted and shaped by modern hands. 
 
If you play a rhythm instrument (I’m thinking more guitar or cittern rather than shaky egg here) use the chords 
provided on some of the tunes as a first stop not a destination. Chords aren’t provided on all tunes because part 
of your improvement is to work the key and the chord structure out for yourself. 
 

2010 Edition 
Rather than printing out a tunebook for each year, this book will now be the standard collection of tunes for 
tuneworks workshops and we will add to this where necessary with a small additional printout.  

How to get audio versions of the tunes in this book  
 

If you would rather learn the tunes by listening to them, www.folktunefinder.com  has a function for hearing the 
tune as audio. 
 
 
Thanks 
 
Workshop sessions are made possible by dedicated musicians who give up copious amounts of their time, often 
on a voluntary basis. You know who you are and this wouldn’t be possible without you!  
Izzy MacLachlan 
 
Disclaimer: The tunes contained in this book are expressly for the purpose of allowing musicians to learn the contents to be played at music 
sessions. It is the editors’ belief that the tunes are traditional or not subject to copyright control. If this is not the case, please inform us at 
izzy@shrewsburyfolkfestival.co.ukThis document should not be sold or included in any collection which is for sale. 
 



 4

Reels 
 
1. Willafjord/Spootiskerry 
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2. My Love is but a Lassie Yet/Soldier's Joy  
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3. The Maid Behind the Bar/Flowers of Edinburgh/Staten Island  
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4. Over the Moor to Maggie/Miss McLeod’s  
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5. Paddy on the Railroad (The Merry Blacksmith)/The Banshee  
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6. St.Anne’s Reel/The Sally Gardens  
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7. The Scholar/The Teetotaller 
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8.  Speed the Plough/Morpeth Rant  
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9. Winster Gallop/Dorset Four Hand Reel/Rattling Bog  
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10. Durham Rangers/Three Around Three  
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11.  Swinging on a Gate, Cooley’s Reel 
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12.  The Rakes of Mallow/Harpers Frolick  
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13. Bear Dance/Horses Branle/Donkey Riding  
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Jigs 
 

1. The Irish Washerwoman/Smash the Windows 
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2. The Blackthorn Stick/The Rakes of Kildare  
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3. The Blarney Pilgrim/Saddle the Pony  
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4. Donnybrook Fair/Banish Misfortune 
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5. Father O'Flynn/My Darling Asleep/Morrison’s 
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6. Tobin's Favourite/Tenpenny Bit 

 
 

 
 

7. Lark in the Morning  
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8. The Kesh Jig/Connaughtman's Rambles 
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9. Out on the Ocean/the Frost is All Over  
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10. Off She Goes/New Rigged Ship  
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11. Scarce O’ Tatties/Tripping up the Stairs  
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12. Calliope House/Haste to the Wedding 
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13. News of the Victory, Dingle Regatta 
 

 
 

 
14. The Foxhunter’s Jig 
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Hornpipes 
 

1. Harvest Home/Off to California  
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2. Boys of Bluehill/Liverpool Hornpipe  
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3. Rights of Man/The Home Ruler  
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Polkas & Marches 
1. Egan's/John Ryan's (Beginners/Improvers) 

 

 
 

 
2. The Ballydesmond Polkas (Beginners/Improvers) 
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3. Davy Nick Nack/Scartaglen Polka (Beginners/Improvers) 
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Others 
 

1. Si Bheag Si Mhor 
 

 
 
 

2. Fanny Power 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


