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How to get audio versions of the tunes in this book  
 

If you would rather learn the tunes by listening to them, you can search for the tune title using JC’s ABC Tune 
Finder (http://trillian.mit.edu/~jc/cgi/abc/tunefind) and get the result as a .txt file 

 
The file will look a bit like this: 
X: 1 
T:Father O'Flynn 
Z:Another very widely known tune. 
M:6/8 
R:jig 
F:http://trillian.mit.edu/~jc/music/abc/mirror/kirb y98.fsnet.co.uk/to/Top_of_the_Cor
k_Road_The_2.abc  2007-06-08 12:17:10 UT 
K:D 
A|dAF DFA|ded cBA|dcd efg|fdf ecA|dAF DFA|ded cBA|d cd efg|fdc d2:| 
g|fdf fga|ecA ABc|dcd Bed|cAA A2c|BGB Bcd|AFD DFA|d cd efg|fdc d2:| 

 
Using an ABC player like AbcMus (shareware download from http://www.norbeck.nu/abcmus/) you can then play 
the tune through your soundcard 
 
Beginners and Improvers Sessions 
 
At a “Beginner Session”,  only sets of tunes marked Beginners/Improvers will be played. They will be played at a 
speed that reflects the abilities of most of the players at the session. Try to learn the tunes rather than sight read 
them – sessions rarely rely on sheet music. There will be chords provided although, as is typical in traditional 
music, these are an indication rather than absolute.  
 
At an “Improvers Session”, all tunes in this book can be played. We would expect that accompanists can work 
the chords out for themselves at this level so chords aren’t always provided. Tunes will be played at a speed that 
reflects the abilities of most of the players at the session. 
 
If you are experienced, it would be great to see you at these sessions as it helps keep the tunes solid and, if last 
year was anything to go by, they were lots of fun. Please don’t race the tunes and respect the fact that other 
people are learning. There are plenty sessions over the weekend to show off your dazzling skills! 
 

Thanks 
 
To all the people that helped run the sessions last year; Cait, Lily, Martin, Lizzie and Maisie, and to all the 
musicians that got involved last year.  
 
Izzy MacLachlan 
 
Disclaimer: The tunes contained in this book are expressly for the purpose of allowing musicians to learn the 
contents to be played at music sessions. It is the editors’ belief that the tunes are traditional or not subject to 
copyright control. If this is not the case, please inform us at izzy@shrewsburyfolkfestival.co.uk 
 
This document should not be sold or included in any collection which is for sale.  
 
 

�
�



 4 

 

�
�
�

������
 
 



 5 

1. Willafjord/Spootiskerry (Beginners/Improvers) 
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2. My Love is but a Lassie Yet/Soldier's Joy (Beginners/Improvers) 
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3. The Maid Behind the Bar/Flowers of Edinburgh/Staten Island (Beginners/Improvers) 
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4. Over the Moor to Maggie/Miss McLeod’s (Beginners/Improvers) 
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5. Paddy on the Railroad/The Banshee (Improvers only) 
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6. St.Anne’s Reel/The Sally Gardens (Improvers only) 
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7. Speed the Plough/Morpeth Rant (Beginners/Improvers) 
 

 
 

 



 12 

 
8. Winster Gallop/Dorset Four Hand Reel/Rattling Bog (Beginners/Improvers) 
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9. Durham Rangers/Three Around Three (Beginners/Improvers) 
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10. Because he was a Bonny Lad/Battered Hake/The Sloe (Improvers only) 
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11. The Convenience/Road to Rio (Improvers only) 
 
 

 

 
 
There's one tune that I really love to play and have done for many years. It's called the Convenience Reel  and is 
the first tune I learnt that allowed me to pull out all the stops with triplets on the C#/D Button Accordion. I learnt it 
in about 1992 from one of my earliest influences - Tommy Collins one of the few authentic Irish musicians in 
Norfolk at the time (his not so authentic Irish singing wife made the final qualifying round for Ireland's Euro Vision 
bid some 5 years later - very embarrassing for all concerned). I vaguely remember Gina Le Faux telling me it was 
written by someone out of the Boys of the Lough in some toilets at a festival (hence the name) but I don't know if 
that was true. I have a couple of recordings of it - it's on my 1995 solo album BOXED and there is also a live 
recording of me playing it at Radio 2s Young Tradition Awards 1996 - Damien Barber  
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1. The Irish Washerwoman/Smash the Windows (Beginners/Improvers) 
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2. The Blackthorn Stick/The Rakes of Kildare (Beginners/Improvers) 
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3. The Blarney Pilgrim/Saddle the Pony (Beginners/Improvers) 
 

 
 

 
 
In my case it would have to be the Blarney Pilgrim , a well-known three part Irish jig. I just think that it is one of 
the happiest tunes ever, and everyone loves the change into the C part - you can really rock out on this lovely 
tune -  James Fagan  
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4. Donnybrook Fair/Banish Misfortune (Beginners/Improvers) 
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5. Father O'Flynn/My Darling Asleep/Morrison’s (Beginners/Improvers) 
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6. Tobin's Favourite/Tenpenny Bit (Beginners/Improvers) 

 
 

 
 

7. Lark in the Morning (Beginners/Improvers) 
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8. The Kesh Jig/Connaughtman's Rambles (Beginners/Improvers) 
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9. Out on the Ocean/the Frost is All Over (Beginners/Improvers) 
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10. Off She Goes/New Rigged Ship (Beginners/Improvers) 
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11. Dingle Regatta/Merrily Kiss the Quaker’s Wife (Beginners/Improvers) 
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12. Scarce O’ Tatties/Tripping up the Stairs (Beginners/Improvers) 
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13. Calliope House/Haste to the Wedding (Beginners/Improvers) 
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14. Christy Barry’s Set (Improvers only) 
 

 

 
 
 
My suggested tunes for the improvers session are Christy Barry's Jigs  as featured on my 'D' flute album. I have 
always liked both of these tunes after hearing Christy play them on a TV programme here in Ireland called the 
"Pure Drop" back in 1991 or 92. He played them on the whistle just as I did on my recording. Kevin Crawford  
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1. Harvest Home/Off to California (Beginners/Improvers) 
 

 
 

 



 32 

 
 

2. Boys of Bluehill/Liverpool Hornpipe (Beginners/Improvers) 
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3. Rights of Man/The Home Ruler (Beginners/Improvers) 
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1. The Rakes of Mallow/Harpers Frolick (Beginners/Improvers) 
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2. Bear Dance/Donkey Riding (Beginners/Improvers) 
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3. Egan's/John Ryan's (Beginners/Improvers) 
 

 
 

 
 

4. The Ballydesmond Polkas (Beginners/Improvers) 
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5. Davy Nick Nack/Scartaglen Polka (Beginners/Improvers) 
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1. The Butterfly/I have a wife of My Ain (Beginners/Improvers) 
 

 

 
 

2. Si Bheag Si Mhor (Beginners/Improvers) 
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3. Fanny Power (Beginners/Improvers) 
 

 
 
4. Ashokan Farewell (Beginners/Improvers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


